
26 July - 17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
World Day of Prayer for Grandparents and Elderly 

Readings: 1Kings 3:5-12; Romans 8:28-30; Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:44-52 
Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of Heaven 

This week’s Gospel concludes its famous chapter of parables with two more simple word pictures that give 
insight into the joy and value of finding the kingdom of God using the imagery of everyday life. Pearls were 
highly valued in the Near East and also were regarded as a symbol of wisdom, giving rise to the saying ‘pearls 
of wisdom’. The picture Jesus paints for us is of those who recognise the full value of spiritual wealth 
committing everything they own to acquiring it. Jesus shows his hearers that this is a fair swap, the kingdom 
is worth the sacrifice of everything we value most. In those times, when there were no banks, it was 
common practice for people to hide their valuables. Treasure buried in a field would belong to the owner of 
the field. This treasure-finder re-hid the treasure until he could buy the field from the unsuspecting owner, 
thus establishing his own claim to the treasure. But Jesus passes no moral judgement on this questionable 
action, the emphasis is solely on the man’s commitment to his quest.  Auckland Liturgy Centre  

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly: The sixth annual World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly is celebrated on Sunday, July 26, 2026. The official theme is "I will never forget 
you" (Isaiah 49:15), chosen to bring comfort against loneliness and highlight the value of older 
generations. The celebration, coinciding with the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, the 
grandparents of Jesus, was established by Pope Francis in 2021. Ways to Participate: Attend 

Mass, reach out, visit, call or assist elderly family members or neighbours who may feel isolated.  

 

 
 

St John Paul II Parish, Nelson & Tasman 
2/18 Manuka St, Nelson; PO Box 37, Nelson   

027 337 4622; office@stjp2.nz; https://www.facebook.com 
Website https://www.holyfamilynelson.org/ and www.ourladyofthebays.org   

MONDAY Jer 13:1-11; Mt13:31-35        No Masses 

TUESDAY Ex 14:17-22; Mt 13:36-43  Richmond & Stoke 9.30am Liturgy of the Word with Holy 

Communion (LWHC) 

WEDNESDAY Jer 15:10-21; Mt 13:44-46  Motueka & Stoke 9.30am LWHC 

THURSDAY Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13:47-53  Stoke 9.30am LWHC  

FRIDAY Jer 26:1-9; Mt 13:54-58  Richmond & Stoke 9.30am LWC; Nelson Holy Hour 5pm 

SATURDAY Jer 26:11-24; Mt 14:1-12  Vigil Masses only 

RECONCILIATION After every Mass - During adoration - by appointment with a priest 

ADORATION St Mary’s, Nelson, Fridays 5pm; OLPH Richmond - First Thursdays 1.30-6pm 

Mass Times-Reconciliation-Adoration-Readings 

Priest Email Address  Contact Designation 

Fr Andrew Kim  On Sabbatical leave up to Dec  - Parish Priest 

Fr Raymond Soriano  rasorsvd@gmail.com  021 613 953  Acting Parish Priest 

Fr Dyson Tharakan On leave until September 6 - Associate Priest  

Fr Kinh Nguyen  vknguyenhy@gmail.com  020 41792 567      Associate Priest  

SATURDAY VIGIL Takaka 4pm (I & III Saturday), Wakefield 5pm (II Saturday), Waimea West 5pm        

(IV Saturday) & Nelson Vigil Mass 6pm  (every Saturday) 

SUNDAY Stoke 8.30am, Richmond 9am & 6pm, Nelson 10.30am, Motueka 11am 

https://www.facebook.com/share/1AspRv5fuj/
https://www.holyfamilynelson.org/
http://www.ourladyofthebays.org


Ordination to the Priesthood of Emilio Capin: Deacon Emilio Capin (originally from the 
Philippines) started his seminary formation in 2020 and is now scheduled to be ordained to 
the priesthood at 11am on Saturday, September 5, 2026, at Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Wellington. All are invited to witness this special moment. Please pray for Emilio as he takes 
this next step in his faith journey and responds to God’s call.  

PARISH NOTICES 

Sunday Evening Parish Mass: Thank you to all those who have already helped to get our 6pm Parish Mass 
established. We are now at the stage of developing a long term roster. Please contact us If you can help with 
any of the following ministries (training and support is available): Sacristan (to prepare the altar);               
Mass co-ordinator (to prepare the church); Powerpoint creator; Data projector operator; Altar servers; 
Readers; Music support; Ministers of the Eucharist. Email or txt Mary Healey maryhealey6@gmail.com  021 
550 405 or Judith Ashley judenz13@gmail.com 021 262 4442 to discuss options, dates and support. 

Notice - Safeguarding: Parish Ministry leaders and volunteers who were unable to attend the safeguarding 
presentations in our region please take part in one of these Online Safeguarding Workshops: July - Tuesday 
28 th 7-8.15pm. August: Monday 17th 12noon-1.15pm; Monday 24th 7-8.15pm; Tuesday 25th 6.30-8pm.      
Register with Wellington Archdiocese Safeguarding Coordinator Kevin Plant at  k.plant@cadw.nz. The  
Microsoft Teams link to join workshops will be sent out two days prior. 

WYD Korea July 2027: World Youth Day is a global Catholic event that was founded by St John 
Paul II in 1985 and occurs every 3 years in a different country. Wellington Archdiocese is 
planning to send a group of young people on this pilgrimage.  We will begin fundraising for this 
event soon. To go, you need to be aged 18-35 by the time of the event. If you or someone you 
know is interested email Sam Schryvers at schryvers2010@gmail.com 

Solidarity Sunday: Next week, at all STJPII Masses on 1 & 2 August, we will all wear the badge of 
love and respect for our priests. This is a first time event hosted by the Nelson Branch of the 
Knights of the Southern Cross to thank our priests for their tireless service. 

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women:  Dovecotes for Women NZ is an initiative designed to support women 
in parish communities throughout Aotearoa New Zealand. Dovecotes are small parish-based groups where 
women from all walks of life come together in friendship, prayer, and faith. Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, these groups offer a welcoming space for women to bond, encourage one another, and grow more 
deeply in their relationship with God. For more information contact Gloria Stafford 
Email: dovenational.leader@gmail.com 

GENERAL NOTICES 

Please pray for our Jubilarians: Fr Frank Whitaker 65yrs Sapphire Jubilee; Fr David Gledhill, SM 60yrs 
Diamond Jubilee; Cardinal John Dew 50yrs Golden Jubilee; Fr Joseph Keegan 50yrs Golden Jubilee;  
Fr Tom Rouse, SSC 50yrs Golden Jubilee; Fr Simione R. Volavola, MSC 25yrs Silver Jubilee; Simon 
Manning, Benemerenti Medal Awardee for long and exceptional service. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: There will be no week day Masses across the region from Monday 27 July to Friday 
31 July as our three priests will be in Wellington for a Clergy Assembly and Jubilee gathering.  

There will be Liturgy of The Word with Holy Communion services at 9.30am on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in the St Francis of Assisi Chapel. Richmond Liturgies of the Word with Holy 
Communion will be held at the 9.30am usual Mass times.  

Redwood College Class Reunion - Third Form 1977: We are having a reunion of third formers 
who started at Redwood College in 1977 which next year will be 50 years ago! We will meet 
to reconnect and reminisce at Nelson Anniversary Weekend 2027 and are trying to find as 
many of our classmates as possible. If that is you, your sister or friend please contact Kath on 
027 7384 788.  
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Invitation: Couples for Christ Nelson-Tasman invite you to a Christian Life Programme 
evening where you may deepen your relationship with God, family, and community 
while finding ways to discover God’s plan for your life. Please join us! Saturday 22 
August, 5pm, venue TBC. For more details contact Ray Vargas 027 427 2383;           

Dahlia Vargas 027 507 9688; Sonny Bautista 027 1111 8258 or by email CFCNelsonTasman@gmail.com. 

Faith Formation Series: The Jewish roots of the Eucharist - Session 9: The Mass: Emmaus and the 
Mystery of the Eucharist. Tuesday 28 July, 7pm, OLPH Hall. All are welcome. 

Dovecotes in Stoke: Thursday 13 August 7pm to 8.30pm, Norma 027 3101 255.  
Dovecotes in Richmond: Wednesday 19 August 10am - 11.30am, Mary 021 1749 383.  
Dovecotes in Nelson City: Thursday 27 August 1.30 - 2.30pm, Convent Chapel, 22 Manuka St, 
Nelson, Margo 027 4448 398.  

Faith and Light: Faith and Light Camp Day is to be held on Saturday 25 July at Teapot Valley from 
10-4pm. For more information please contact Margo on 027 4448 398. 

PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP 

Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet during Adoration, St Mary’s Church, Fridays, 5pm and Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church, Sundays, 3pm (led by the Samoan Cenacle Community). 

St Peter Chanel: A reminder that we meet for prayer every Wednesday 6-7pm.  

Richmond Christian Meditation Group meets weekly at Nelson Cathedral and All Saints Church. Contact 
Karen on 027 245 7800.  

YOUTH PROGRAMMES ACROSS THE REGION 

ST JOHN PAUL II PARISH JESUS YOUTH 
gathers as a place for young people aged 19+ 

to grow in faith, build friendships and 
experience the joy of Christ.  

Nelson Spiritual Growth Group - July Contemplative Prayer Morning: Our next meeting on 
Friday 31 July  will be at our usual venue of St Barnabas in Stoke, starting with morning tea at 
9.30am and finishing the morning at 12.30pm. Kaye Bustin will lead us into this time of 
contemplative prayer on the theme of "Beautiful God: Experiencing God Through Our Senses." 

Please register at:  r.higgs@hotmail.com by 5pm Wednesday 29 July. Thank you to those who help with the 
advertising by displaying posters on their church notice boards and/or placing it in their weekly bulletins. We 
look forward to hearing from you and seeing you at our next gathering.  

ALPHA is a welcoming series where people of all ages can explore the Catholic 
faith, ask life's big questions, and grow in their relationship with Jesus in a 
friendly, relaxed environment. The session includes hospitality, a short video and 
open conversation. The 11 week course has started and now continues on 
Monday nights from 6.30pm at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Hall, Richmond. 
Please come and join us. Email alphajohnpaul2@gmail.com for more details. 

STJP2 YOUTH LIFETEEN  
Term 3 presents - Submerged! Friday 24 July: Soft Place to 
Land -Social Night; Who: All Youth Age 11 and up; Time:        
7-8.30pm; Where: OLPH Church hall, Richmond. Contact: 
lifeteentasman@gmail.com 022 454 8973. Click here for 
more details. 

https://mcusercontent.com/1ea12da6ac2602a1defde8985/files/888b6666-6627-afec-0c0f-b2cb7d7f7eb7/Couples_For_Christ_Community_Newsletter_July_2026.pdf
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OCIA : Order of Christian Initiation of Adults: Interested in Becoming a Catholic? Sessions for 
2026 start Tuesday 1st September. For more information please contact:                       

Nelson - Katie Rose katiemrose54@gmail.com 0212964155;  Richmond - Greg & Maryanne Hall, 0276181421 
Greg.maryanne@gmail.com ; Motueka - Margaret Jones  marg.t.jones.58@gmail.com, 0210474894  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

CONTACTS: HOLY COMMUNION TO THE SICK 

Minister Church Contact 

Pete Gillin  St Mary’s  03 548 8195 

Mary Silcock  Our Lady of Perpetual Help 021 174 9383 

Shelley Hills  St Francis of Assisi 027 437 7851 

Elaine Taggart  St Peter Chanel 021 256 2941 

DATES TO REMEMBER ACROSS THE REGION 

Monday 27 July † 6.30pm, Alpha, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Hall, Richmond 

Thursday 6 August † 11am, Oakwoods, Richmond 

† Transfiguration of the Lord 

Saturday 8 August † Feast of St Mary MacKillop 

Tuesday 11 August  † 7pm, Fr Frankie Healing & Reconciliation, OLPH, one night only, save the date  

Sunday 16 August † Assumption of Mary - The Bishops Conference has transferred the Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Sunday August 16 in 2026 

Thursday 20 August † 11am, Summerset Ranges, Richmond 

Thursday 27 August † 2pm, Annointing Mass, St Francis of Assisi, Stoke 

Safeguarding Team: safeguarding@stjp2.nz 

Archivist  (Bernadette King-Turner): archivist@stjp2.nz  

School Preference enquiries contact Parish Office: 027 337 4622 or office@stjp2.nz 

Newsletter Deadline Wednesday noon; Information to: newsletter@stjp2.nz 

CHURCH ROSTERS 
- LINKS 

St Peter Chanel 
Motueka 

St Mary’s 
Nelson 

St Francis of Assisi 
Stoke 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Richmond 

Sacred Heart 
Takaka 

Parishes Sacramental Programme 2026 Nelson/Richmond/Motueka:  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation sessions commence on Sunday 26 July and on Sundays 
following: OLPH Richmond Hall after 9am Mass; St Mary’s Meeting Room Nelson 9.30am; 
SPC Church foyer Motueka 9.30am.  
The Sacrament of First Reconciliation will be administered across the region as follows:  
Motueka: 15 August, 11am; Nelson: 16 August, 2pm; Richmond: 23 August, 4pm.  

For all Sacramental programme session dates visit: https:/www.holyfamilynelson.org  

NEWSLETTERS       
- LINKS 

 Couples For Christ SPC School Newsletter T3 Garin College     
Whanau Update T3 

WelCom Issue 12 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK ANNIVERARIES 

Brian Dunnil; Anne Lane; William (Bill) Gordon;   
Joy Dunga; Christopher Hills; Judith Pinnell;     
Dinky Nugent; Marie Macquet 

Alfredo Miccio 
Giannina Wratt (23/7) 
Francesco Pessione (24/7) 
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