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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Septh 2022

Issue 247

Wisdom 9: 13 – 18; Philemon 9 – 10, 12- 17; Luke 14: 25 – 33

MASS TIME
Sunday Mass
MOTUEKA
Saturday vigil 5.00pm,
Sunday 9.30am
RICHMOND
Sunday 9.30am
WAKEFIELD
Vigil Mass 5pm, 1,2,3 Sat each month
WAIMEA WEST
Vigil Mass 5pm, 4th Sat each month
TAKAKA
Sunday 4.00pm

Weekdays Mass

MOTUEKA
Tuesday and Thursday 9.30am
RICHMOND
Wednesday and Friday 9.30am

CONTACT
Priests
Fr Seph Pijfers
Parish Priest, Richmond
Fr Paul Finlayson
Assistant Priest, Motueka

Put Jesus First!
Our understanding of a “disciple,” is a person who is a follower of a
teacher or leader, especially a follower of Christ. In today’s Gospel
from Luke, Discipleship is identified as a serious commitment, made
by an individual to follow Christ. It is not about testing the waters, or
holding ourselves back from God. A complete surrender to Christ is
necessary to complete the tasks of Christian living. As Christians
we surrender our hearts to God and invite him to guide us and be
with us always.
“In The Joy of Discipleship, Pope Francis reminds us that joy should
be one of the defining characteristics of any person who has truly
encountered Jesus. He offers his wisdom on why Christian disciples
should be so joyful in the first place and how that joy might manifest itself in our individual daily lives. The Joy of Discipleship moves
us to meditate on Christ and then inspires us to move out from our
own four walls, jubilantly proclaiming God’s transforming love in
word and deed.”
When we are baptised we become a disciple of Christ. We strive to
live the way He lived. In these modern times that is never easy. He
asks us to be a role model and always put Him first. In New Zealand
Christians very rarely face the conflict of choosing between their
family and Jesus. We are free to celebrate God’s love for us and the
love we find within our families. One of the outcomes of the Archdiocese of Wellington Synod in 2017 was, Go You Are Sent….to
the peripheries of society. As disciples of Jesus, how do we make
this part of our daily lives? How do we show that we are role models
for the way Jesus wants us to live and how do we search to find
those on the peripheries in our own community?

Parish Office
Parish Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2
pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Postal Address: 35 William Street,
Richmond 7020
Phone: Richmond: 03 544 8987
Motueka: 03 528 8899
Email: office.admin@parish.org.nz

Website
www.ourladyofthebays.org
OLOB Newsletter
ourlady.newsletter@gmail.com
Deadline Wednesday Noon
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Put Jesus first and He will guide us and show us the way.
Adrienne Hill

OUR LADY OF THE BAYS

4 – 10 September is Child Safeguarding Week. Every day, wherever the are and go, our children need to be protected from abuse and neglect. We all want our children to be safe when we are not with them. Child Safeguarding Week provides a platform to promote prevention of abuse by asking “How safe are the places your children go?” This week is held annually in Aotearoa New Zealand to raise awareness of child abuse prevention wherever children are – at home, the community, places they go. The objective of the week is to raise the
profile of issues connected with child abuse prevention and child protection.
Further information can be found at www.childsafeguardingweek.org.nz
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Marriage Preparation Courses
Registrations are open for the final two marriage preparation courses
for 2022.
Archdiocesan Course: ‘Love is a Decision’ October 30th and
November 6th
Engaged Encounter: October 15th and 16th
Please contact Felicity at marriage@wn.catholic.org.nz for
more information
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To all our fathers, grandfathers and those who
have taken on fathering roles
May God continue to guide, care for and love you
as you guide, care for and love your children

uote from Pope Francis:
Life is not the time for possessing but for loving.

Season of Creation, 1st Sept – 4th Oct
The National Liturgy Office has posted online resources to help liturgy
groups prepare for the Season of Creation from 1 Sep to 4
Oct. Parishes, schools and households are invited to participate in a
variety of ways to renew our relationship with our Creator God and all
of Creation through celebration, conversion and commitment together.
The Resources page is here: https://nlo.org.nz/news-and-events/
media-releases/season-of-creation-2022/
Here is a video describing the Season of Creation 2022 (1.49 min
dur) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7VNncdIC4E

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP, RICHMOND
As we come into Spring the Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women are looking at inviting the Holy Spirit into our prayer life again. Elizabeth
Stolten has agreed to be our speaker this month. Come and join us on Saturday 10 September at 2pm. We meet in the Parish Centre at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, William Street, Richmond. All women are welcome for Praise and Worship and chat. We look forward to seeing
you there.
Contact Mary 021 174 9383 for more information. www.dove.org.nz

This weekend Mick Alder turns 90! We wish him
an enjoyable and fun filled day with friends and
family. Congratulations!!
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Someone urgently needed to fill the 2.30-3pm slot at Eucharistic
Adoration as this time slot has become
vacant. Please contact
Willie Simpson at 5423662 or 027 542 3662, or
email wilhelminasim@outlook.co.nz

Service and Ministry
Last Sunday we had our annual drive for people to help with the services and ministries we need to support our Church Community. This
went very well but we realise that we missed a number of people who were either not with us last Sunday or who had already gone over to the
Sacramental Programme. But fear not, you can still get involved.
If you have not filled out a form yet; and are able to help our Church Community become even more vibrant and caring, you will find forms on
the Foyer table that cover our current highest priority needs. Please complete a form and then leave your completed form in the box on the
foyer table and we will be in touch.
Photographer Needed
On Sunday 25 September (in the afternoon) we need someone to take (and organise!) a group photo of our First Reconciliation children. If
you are a keen photographer and would be willing to do this for us, can you please contact Markelle
(027 816 8609) or Mary (021 550 405)

ST PETER CHANEL, MOTUEKA
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Will be held every Thursday from 9am to 9.30am and then followed by Holy Mass.
Reconciliation Come and experience the healing and loving power of Jesus through this wonderful sacrament. Apart from making
an appointment to meet with Fr Paul for reconciliation. Fr Paul is available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in our chapel every
Saturday 4.15 to 4.45pm.
Please pray for the elderly, lonely and sick in our community

St Vincent de Paul Motueka
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 6 September 2020 at 3 pm at the Church. If you are interested in the work of St Vincent de Paul please
come and join us. Also, a reminder that any food items for St Vincent de Paul can be left in the bin in the church foyer. times are tough for
many people in Motueka so please help with non-perishable food.
Think if you were a Mum with two teenage boys what would be food to fill them up with
Think if you were a Dad with three primary and preschool children, what would be good for lunches or dinner
Think if you were living in your car with only a small gas cooker that doesn't work in the rain what would you eat?
These are people that we come across each day so food donations to assist them so one way you can help us.
For any queries please contact Cherie on 021 466 554

Laudato Si’, no. 7.
Ecological Spirituality
Towards the end of his great encyclical, Pope Francis takes up the theme of ‘ecological conversion’, by which he means inner personal change.
This change includes ‘recognition that the world is God’s loving gift’ and requires us to care for all species with ‘tenderness’. But even more is
required:

Christian spirituality proposes an alternative understanding of the quality of life, and encourages a… contemplative lifestyle, one capable of deep
enjoyment free of the obsession with consumption. We need to take up an ancient lesson, found in different religious traditions and also in the
Bible. It is the conviction that “less is more”. A constant flood of new consumer goods can baffle the heart and prevent us from cherishing each
thing and each moment… It is a return to that simplicity which allows us to stop and appreciate the small things, to be grateful for the opportunities which life affords us, to be spiritually detached from what we possess, and not to succumb to sadness for what we lack.
What becomes remarkably clear in the text in this section is Pope Francis’s emphasis on action. While he urges us towards a contemplative reverence for life and gratitude for the wonder of Creation, he returns emphatically to the importance of action in the details of our daily
lives as an expression of spirituality.
What we can do at home.
In the words of the Pope:
…avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse, cooking
only what can reasonably be consumed, showing care for other living beings, using public transport
or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or any number of other practices. All
of these reflect a generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best in human beings. Reusing something instead of immediately discarding it…
can be an act of love
which expresses our own dignity.

By Hemon Dey from St. Peter Chanel and Joanna Santa Barbara from Nelson Tasman
Climate Forum, a group dedicated to weaving our communities together for urgent climate action.
We welcome suggestions inspired by your reading of Laudato Si’ or from your life practice of its principles
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