24thSunday in Ordinary Time

11 Septh 2022

Issue 248

Exodus 32: 7 – 11, 13 – 14; Timothy 1: 12 – 17; Luke 15: 1 – 32

MASS TIME
Sunday Mass

MOTUEKA
Saturday vigil 5.00pm,
Sunday 9.30am
RICHMOND
Sunday 9.30am
WAKEFIELD
Vigil Mass 5pm, 1,2,3 Sat each month
WAIMEA WEST
Vigil Mass 5pm, 4th Sat each month
TAKAKA
Sunday 4.00pm

Weekdays Mass
MOTUEKA
Tuesday and Thursday 9.30am
RICHMOND
Wednesday and Friday 9.30am

CONTACT
Priests

Fr Seph Pijfers
Parish Priest, Richmond
Fr Paul Finlayson
Assistant Priest, Motueka

Parish Office
Parish Office Hours: 9.00 to 14.00,
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Postal Address: 35 William Street,
Richmond 7020
Phone: Richmond: 03 544 8987
Motueka: 03 528 8899
Email: office.admin@parish.org.nz

Website
www.ourladyofthebays.org

OLOB Newsletter

ourlady.newsletter@gmail.com

Deadline Wednesday Noon

1

Dear Parishioners,
Over the last month or two I have been visiting each of our parish
communities and having discussions about our changing
church/parish situation. Our discussions have elicited thoughtful
reflection and input about the resilience of our communities and
your desire to work more closely with each other and sustain your
connections and bonds with each other. As a parish spread out
over such a large area, the primacy of each community within its
locality has a natural primacy. I want to thank each of you for
your involvement and participation. I would also like to thank
each of our leadership groups for all they are doing, and have
done, in these difficult times to keep things running and caring
for parishioners. Thank you, so much.
Within the enthusiasm and concerns for your own community, I
ask each of you though, not to lose sight of the wellbeing of the
parish as a whole. While it may not be obvious on a week-toweek basis as you come to mass in your local area, our parish (as
a whole) is needing help and support to sustain itself. Being part
of this whole, being part of the body of Christ, invites thoughtful
reflection on who keeps things running in our parish (i.e., beyond
just ‘our community’). I am deeply grateful to the people our
who work tirelessly and lovingly, often with a lot of responsibility,
often invisibly and behind the scenes, to ensure all the practical
nuts and bolts of our parish function and flow so well.
I invite you to consider just who those people are, and thank
them, and share how they bless you and your community by
their service.
Though our quest may be scary, there is brilliance in boldness. A
brilliance that may turn our desires into reality and make
our
relationships richer, our days more enchanting, and
our existence more meaningful. Rilke
God Bless, Fr. Seph

OUR LADY OF THE BAYS

The symbol chosen for this year is the burning bush, which contrasts the fire of so many unnatural fires that aggravate
the climate crisis; with the sign of fire as the light of the Holy Spirit that unites Christians.
Today, the prevalence of unnatural fires are a sign of the devastating effects that climate change has on the most vulnerable of our planet. Creation cries out as forests crackle, animals flee, and people are forced to migrate due to the fires of
injustice.
On the contrary, the fire that called to Moses as he tended the flock on Mt Horeb did not consume or destroy the bush.
This flame of the Spirit revealed God’s presence. This holy fire affirmed that God heard the cries of all who suffered, and
promised to be with us as we followed in faith to our deliverance from injustice.
“I have heard their cry…I know their sufferings…
Come, now! I will send you…I will be with you.” Ex 3:1-12
In this Season of Creation, this symbol of God’s spirit calls us to listen to the voice of creation.

P

ope Francis Quote: Homily 12 June 2015
Are we accustomed to being a Church which has a single sheep in her flock and we let the other 99 get lost on the hill?
Some vacancies available at Catholic Social Services – click here
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_community/vacancies-2/
for more information please email reception@wn-catholicsocialservices.org.nz

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP, RICHMOND
Service and Ministry

At the end of last month we had our annual request for people to help with the services and ministries we need to support
our Church Community. This went very well but we realise that we missed a number of people who were not with us that
Sunday. But fear not, you can still get involved.
If you have not filled out a form yet; and are able to help our Church Community become even more vibrant and caring, you
will find forms on the Foyer table that cover our current highest priority needs. Please complete a form and then leave your
completed form in the box on the foyer table and we will be in touch

Seventh Heaven PFG - Shared Soup and Bread Rolls followed by Games - to be held at Ray and Mary Firth at 105 Hart
Rd, Richmond from 12.00pm to 3.00pm on Sunday 25 September.
for further information please contact Ray and Mary Firth 027 283 1039
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Family Mass Next Sunday

Next Sunday (18 September) is our Family Mass. This Mass will be followed by Morning Tea in the Hall when we will be
joined by the Children and their parents who are participating in the Sacramental Programme. Please bring along some
food to share.
Photographer Needed
On Sunday 25 September (in the afternoon) we need someone to take (and organise!) a group photo of our
First Reconciliation children. If you are a keen photographer and would be willing to do this for us, can you
please contact Markelle (027 816 8609) or Mary (021 550 405)
SVDP—
The Richmond conference of the St Vincent de Paul Society is keen to recruit new members. The Society works in
a practical way at a local level, helping those in need. If making a difference in the lives of those experiencing hardship
and being part of something positive in our community sounds like you please contact Margaret O’Connor, conference
president, on 022 694 1817.
We are also looking for volunteers to work in our Richmond shop, our sorting room or as part of our truck crew. We
are open Monday to Friday from 10 until 4 and ideally would like to open on Saturday mornings. We have vacancies
on most days. Most volunteers work from 10 until 1, or from 1 until 4 but hours are negotiable with the supervisor of
the day. Whatever time you are able to give would be welcomed. If you are interested in joining our team,
please contact Donna Lambert our shops’ manager on027 3695 435

ST PETER CHANEL, MOTUEKA
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Will be held every Thursday from 9am to 9.30am and then followed by Holy Mass.
Reconciliation Come and experience the healing and loving power of Jesus through this wonderful
sacrament. Apart from making an appointment to meet with Fr Paul for reconciliation. Fr Paul is available
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in our chapel every Saturday 4.15 to 4.45pm.
Please pray for the elderly, lonely and sick in our community
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