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Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou
Last Saturday I was privileged to spend the day at the New Zealand National Hui in preparation for the Synod which Pope Francis has called on making Synodality the way the
Church operates in the future. It was, I believe, a special day for the Church in Aotearoa
New Zealand. I was delighted at the way participants from the six dioceses had picked up
and were committed to the process of discernment. I am sure that if we use this prayerful
process of listening and dialogue in all areas of Church life we will grow more and more
into the Church Jesus asks us to be.
I am now privileged to be in Sydney at the Second Session of the Fifth Plenary Council in
Australia, the last Council being in 1937. We are now into the third full day of a six day
process. There have been many special and prayerful moments in these days.
This Plenary Council has been in the making for almost ten years and was well under way
by the time Pope Francis called for a Synod on Synodality. This meant that the Australian
Church needed to quickly make some changes and adapt so as to use the prayerful listening and discernment Synodal process. They have done this very well. Topics are reflected
on, debated with many pauses for prayer and reflection.
One memorable time for me was during the voting process on making apologies for the
ways people have been dreadfully damaged by sexual, emotional and physical abuse. This
process was interlaced with prayers of lament and sorrow, haunting music and powerful
words were used in song and prayer. I am sure that every heart in the hall was moved by
this deep prayer. That of course meant that this was far more than just discussion and
voting on a topic.
On Monday night in St Mary’s Cathedral the Mass was celebrated in the Ukrainian Rite.
For me the fact that the bishops of Australia enabled this to happen was a sign of real solidarity for the Ukrainian bishop and clergy who celebrated the Mass as a part of the Plenary Council. The Latin Rite priests and bishops and the other Eastern Rite Bishops concelebrated with the Ukrainian Bishop.
With blessings and good wishes, and asking for your prayerful support for our own
Synodal process and for the Church in Australia at this time of their Plenary Council.
With blessings,
Nāku noa. Nā
John

NOTICES
•

Please keep in your prayers all our clergy. The frail and those who are experiencing ill health at
present are Frs Frank Maguire, Peter O’Connell and Mons John Carde. We also pray for our clergy
who have tested positive for COVID and are now isolating and recuperating at home. We wish
them a speedy recovery.
We also pray for Mrs Pat Gruschow (mother of Fr David Gruschow, Parish Priest of Westport) who
died on 4 July 2022. May she rest in peace.

•

We look forward to celebrating the upcoming Clergy Jubilee Mass and Luncheon on Thursday 14
July at St Patrick’s Church, Kilbirnie at 11am followed by lunch at The Pines, Houghton Bay. All
are welcome to attend Mass and celebrate with the clergy of the Archdiocese.

We pray for our Dead - July

Anniversaries of Ordination
July
1

Peter Fitzgibbon (1965)

2

David Orange (1964)
James Lyons (1967)

3

Seph Pijfers (2004)

9

Francis Whitaker (1961)

10

Petelo Mauga (1961)

17

John Carde (1958)

19

Denis Collins (1959)
Michael Stieller (1959)

25

Charles Cooper (1960)

1

Terrence Crowley (1998)

2

Thomas Rillstone (1970)

3

David Bourke (2000)
Brian McAloon (2001)

4

Bernard Tottman (2003)

8

Thomas McDermott (1970)

9

Nicolass Havernman (1975)
Sean Flynn (1978)

10

Patrick Hanratty (1970)

11

Lawrence Williams (2009)

13

John O’Rourke (1984)

15

Leo Houlihan (1975)

21

Bernard Scott (2009)

22

Bernard Jones (1981)

25

Michael Anderson (2017)

28

Michael Carroll (1984)
Hugh Convery (1989)

29

Vincent Healion (1980)

30

Joseph Dermody (1983)
James O’Dowd (1994)

31

Patrick King (2005)

