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Issue No. 255

Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou
Today is the Feast of the Apostles Simon and Jude. Every time we celebrate the feast of one of
the Apostles I think back to a prayer we used in the previous Missal. One of the Prefaces for the
Apostles said “They were the living Gospel for all people to hear”. I love that phrase
and continue to be challenged to “be the living Gospel for all to hear”.
With that phrase in mind this morning at Mass I also thought of the saying that has been attributed to St. Francis of Assisi “Preach the Gospel at all times and if necessary, use
words”.
What does it mean to preach the Gospel without words? When Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
talked about the Gospel, he spoke about the Gospel not so much being a message as being a
person - the person of Jesus Christ. Therefore for us to preach the Gospel means to be like
Christ, to radiate Christ, to those around us.
Maybe the question for us is “How can I, how can we together, help others know Jesus Christ?”
It’s about how we treat one another, how we reach out to one another, how we forgive one another. Maybe it is also like another Apostle, Barnabas, who was known not only for his preaching, but even more for his living of the Gospel. In fact, Barnabas is referred to as a “son of encouragement”. What would that mean for you and me if we were to be sons and daughters of
encouragement and let the Gospel of Jesus Christ speak through our actions? The challenge for
you and for me is to be that living Gospel for all people to hear.
Trying to be the living Gospel for all people to hear often means for me starting afresh each
day, seeing each day as a new beginning. I think that is what Barnabas did! He took the Gospel,
and in preaching the Gospel to the nations he let it come alive in himself.
Do we let the Gospel come alive every day? Do those words of Jesus come alive in the way we
enflesh them, in the way we let them shine every moment of every day?
We pray that we may all be “the living Gospel for all to hear”.
Nāku noa,
John

“The word “baptism” means “immersion”: through His Passion, Jesus immersed Himself into death, offering His life to save us. Therefore, His glory, the glory of God, is
love that becomes service, not power that seeks to dominate. Not power that seeks
to dominate, no! But love that becomes service… To become great, you should take
the path of service, serving others.”
Pope Francis

ANGELUS OCTOBER 17, 2021

NOTICES
•

Please keep in your prayers all our clergy. The frail and those who are experiencing ill health at
present are Frs Colin Durning, Frank Mcguire, Peter O’Connell and Mons John Carde.
Please also remember in prayer Fr Nick Alleman, priest of Auckland who died in the early hours
of Saturday 23 October. May he rest in peace.

•

Registrations for Sunday Masses are now available on the Archdiocesan Website. Click here to
register for Mass at your local parish, or another parish in your area. This booking system will be

open from Wednesday 9am to Friday midday each week while we are in Alert Level 2.
•

A reminder to all as we are still in Alert Level 2 of the Covid19 pandemic to
•If you are unwell, stay home and seek advice from your medical centre or the Ministry of Health

Covid19 Healthline 0800 358 5453
•Sneeze into your elbow
•Wash and sanitize your hands and work spaces constantly
•Use the Tracer App
•If you are not yet vaccinated, please consider doing so
•Keep your bubbles small
•If hosting a meeting, remember to consider group size and physical distancing requirements
•

World Day of the Poor - Wellington Catholic Social Services and the Archdiocesan Ecology, Justice and
Peace Commission are postponing working bees planned for the World Day of the Poor due to the Covid19 circumstances. In its place, the Archdiocese will hold a virtual gathering, to which all are invited.
Archdiocese of Wellington World Day of the Poor webinar Sunday 14 November, 2-3pm
We invite you to join us in a webinar sharing experiences from Archdiocesan Benefit Impacts. In these
events, community advocates worked with beneficiaries to offer support and assistance in ensuring they
received all their benefit entitlements. We will hear short presentations from organisers of the events, and
there will be an opportunity to meet in small groups and chat with people who took part.
Register in advance for this webinar: https://us02web.zoom.us/.../reg.../WN_dXbxnC9tSYCK4jltVGXaxA
or email l.beech@wn.catholic.org.nz to have the link sent to you.

World Day of the Poor – 14 November
The poor, always and everywhere, evangelize us, because they enable us to discover in new ways the true face of
the Father… It is necessary that we all let ourselves be evangelized by them.
Pope Francis: Message for the 5th World Day of the Poor 2021

