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Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou
“Together” is the central message.
For two years now we have been responding to the Challenges of Covid 19. The pandemic
and all that has come with it have meant that we have had to re-think how we communicate,
how we worship, how we teach, how we interact with our families and members of our faith
communities (parish and school).
Our lives as disciples of Jesus are about relationships, ministry is about relationships. Discipleship is not about getting jobs done or performing tasks, it is always about the one we relate to
one another, interact with one another. It has been so since the very first Christian communities (Read Acts 2:42-47).
However, Covid has disrupted our communities and therefore our relationships in so many
ways:
we do not usually communicate through a face mask
•
we do not worship by looking at a screen, we are an incarnational Church and need to be
bodily present, screens may help us to pray, but it is not out usual way of worshipping
• because of Lockdowns the presence which enables relationships to flourish (in schools and
parishes) was removed and digital experiences hindered the togetherness which usually
brings warmth and joy.
Our privilege as teachers and priests, as family members and communities’ members is to
help one another to open our minds to the Scriptures. That is much harder to do when we are
not together. As leaders (and we all are) we are inspired and privileged top open our hearts to
others, and to facilitate the openness of their hearts to themselves, their neighbours, to the
world, to Jesus and to God.
•

“Together” is the central message of our response as disciples, but it is very hard to do that
when we know that to keep on another safe, we must wear and keep social distances. It is
very hard to be together when so many events and gatherings are postponed or cancelled.
We are though people of HOPE, we are people of COURAGE. I hope the following prayer
helps as we journey through 2022 together.
God with communities locked down,
God with communities opened up:
those first believers in resurrection
gathered in fear behind closed doors,
until a spirit of fire and connection,
tongues of everyday language,
Pentecost courage, came to be a part
of who we are. Emerging from our
fears, may we find words for the
message we have to share. And may
we gather separated people together
in wonder of the good news this courage will spread. Amen.
Naku noa, +John

NOTICES
•

Please keep in your prayers all our clergy. The frail and those who are experiencing ill health
at present are Frs Colin Durning, Frank Mcguire, Peter O’Connell and Mons John Carde.

•

News came through early this morning of the death of Pa Mikaere Ryan MHM (Mill Hill
Missionary) who passed away in Auckland last night (9 February). He has lived a very long
life serving the Māori for many years and will be remembered for his faithful ministry and for
his translation of Sunday Scripture Readings into Te Reo, as well was many other prayers and
liturgical resources. May he rest in peace.

•

Covid-19 - Omicron Variant. As we continue to learn more about the impact of Omicron on
society and being here in Wellington so close to the current Mandate Protest I share with you
key information received from the Prime Ministers Office.
Cases are growing, as expected
This week is the start of the Big Boost week. Vaccinations and the Covid Protection
Framework are helping slow the spread.
I encourage you to get your booster if you are eligible to do so.
Keep wearing a face mask, sanitize your hands and work surfaces often
Keep using the covid tracing app
If you feel unwell, stay home and get tested
Make plans for support with neighbours and whānau now in case you do contact Covid.

Anniversaries of Death
- February
We remeber those whose
anniversaries occur at this time.
May they rest in peace.
1 James McNeill (1994)
Kevin Hyland (1998)
8 Raymund Stachurski (2017)
16 Stanley Lorrigan (2001)

19 Edmond Phelan (1969)
Clement Evans(1971)
Geoff Broad
(2012)
20 Fergus Reeves (2020)
26 Barry Edwards (2014)

